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The Problem of Americanization. By Peter Roberts, Ph.D. 

New York: The Macmillan Company, 1920. Pp. vii-f 246. 

$1.60. 
It has now been four years since the Americanization movement 
proper was inaugurated. However, many individuals were engaged 
in helping to solve Americanization problems for years before the 
specific movement was started. In the book under review Dr. Roberts 
crystallizes his experiences during the past fifteen years, and outlines 
a vitally important Americanization program, based on five factors: 
(1) teaching English, (2) naturalization, (3) lectures and entertain- 
ments, (4) recreational activities, and (5) advisory councils. This 
program is to be carried into effect by Americanization directors, work- 
ing primarily in industrial plants and in communities. 

The distinctive contribution of the book is its emphasis on Americani- 
zation directors and advisory councils. The reviewer believes, however, 
that it would be better to have the Americanization director function 
as a part of rather than with the public-school system. There is con- 
siderable danger in having Americanization activities planned by 
workers who are employed directly by city governments or by corpora- 
tions. A reorganization and elaboration of the last chapter — on the 
Goal of Americanization, namely, good citizenship — would make it 
more valuable. Throughout the discussion Dr. Roberts maintains a 
keen appreciation of the meaning of American democracy, of the immi- 
grant's needs, and of the opportunities and tasks of Americanization 
— the result is a sane and timely guide to action. 

Emory S. Bogardus 

University of Southern California 



Rural Problems in the United States. By James E. Boyle, Ph.D. 
Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co., 1921. Pp. 142. $1.00. 

This little book essays a big task. Indeed, to attempt any adequate 
treatment of rural problems within such small compass is a rather dar- 
ing undertaking. But without hesitation, the author has ventured 
upon it and has emerged in a creditable manner. With a pretty sure 
sense of what is vital, and a fairly nice balancing of material, he canvasses 
much of the field of rural life; and has succeeded in producing a read- 
able booklet, which the general public will find informing and stimulating. 

Following a brief discussion of the food-supply question, and a 
chapter outlining rural conditions and needs, the body of the booklet 
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is devoted to a consideration of rural institutions. A final chapter 
deals with "The Soul of Rural Community." The institutions dwelt 
upon are the following: home, school, church, store, bank, newspaper, 
and farm and home bureau. To each of these a chapter is given. Since 
the work is very largely concerned with institutions, it might have been 
entitled "Problems of Rural Institutions." It seems to the reviewer 
that emphasis has been given to the country store and bank out of all 
proportion to their real place or merit. Sociologists will find nothing 
new in the book. 

Newell L. Sims 
Amherst, Mass. 



The Church and Labor. Prepared and edited for the Department 
of Social Action of the National Catholic Welfare Council. 
By John A. Ryan, D.D., LL.D. New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1920. Pp. xvii+305. $3.75. 

This volume is the first of a series calculated to present the doctrine 
of the Catholic church on industrial, social, and political institutions. 
The Church and Labor deals with the Catholic attitude and teaching 
in relation to labor and society. 

A large portion of the book contains the documents on this subject 
issued by popes, cardinals, bishops, and lesser authorities. Two 
encyclicals by Pope Leo are the most important documents of the 
list. One is on "The Condition of Labor" and the other on "Chris- 
tian Democracy," comprising nearly sixty pages. 

Pope Leo's encyclical on "The Condition of Labor" is the greatest 
pronouncement made by any of the Popes, and is given a full review 
by Cardinal Manning. This pronouncement was made by Pope Leo 
about thirty years ago, and the author refers to it being "as pertinent 
today as when it was written, because it sets forth the eternal principles 
of social justice." 

The utterances of the churchmen as the documents indicate, proceed 
from the principle that industrial actions and relations are quite as 
definitely within the field of responsible conduct and quite as definitely 
governed by the moral law as any other kind of human activity. Hence, 
all these writers apply the principles and precepts of the moral law to the 
conditions of industry, pass moral judgments upon reform proposals, 
and recommend practical measures for improvement. 

In following this course they maintain that they are fulfilling their 
proper and divinely ordained mission, which is to teach men not only 



